Chapter Eight
THE RUSSO-GERMAN WAR (1941)

IF we talk about new soil and territory in Europe to-day, we
can think primarily only of Russia and its vassal border States.

ADOLF HITLER : Mein Kampf.

I remember Maxim Gorky, kind, yet stern and steeled in
battle. One day, some four months before his death, Gorky
was sitting with eyes half-closed listening to the radio reports
about the Italian invasion of Ethiopia. With every word his face
grew more overcast; his brows were knit, and he kept stroking
his rough moustache. Finally he got up, switched off the radio,
and said in his soft voice, as though speaking to himself:

"When will those cut-throats be stopped? How much longer
will they roam around footloose?"

S. MARSHAK: In Defence of Civilization
against Fascist Barbarism.

The theory and practice of Fascism is that of adventurers. . . .
Fascism advanced the theory of the right of the German race to
dominate over all races. This theory of the right of the white
races to domination over the whole world makes distinctions, and
regards not only all coloured races but also the white European
neighbours of the race in question as barbarians who must submit
to enslavement or annihilation. . . . To-day they [the Nazis]
preach, and are already putting into vile practice, anti-semitism;
to-morrow they will return to the doctrine of anti-slavism, well
mindful of the shameful opinions of the Slavs they earlier ex-
pressed . . . and completely forgetful how many talented people
the Poles, Pomeranians, and Czechs have given to German
culture. They are creating a cult of enmity and war of the
German race against the Romance race just as they are doing
also against the Anglo-Saxon.
The racial theory serves as organising ideational force for
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